Rand, McNally & Co.’s 

gfW MM MB ®vj Ss 

— TO THE — 


Black Hills, 

^o- 

SHOWING 

^lost ^ircrt ^ailroab $ |§tagon Routes, 

Route of Custer’s Expedition. 

BEING ALSO A CORRECT COUNTY MAP 

Dakota and Nebraska, and Parts of Minnesota, 
iowa, Kansas, Colorado, Wyoming, 
and Montana. 

PUBLISHED BV 

Tt A.nsrr>, McNALLY & CO., 

Map Engravers and Printers, 

(HJCAGO. 

1375- 

























RAND, MCNALLY & CO.’S 


NEW MAP AND GUIDE 


Black Hills 

OF DAKOTA. 


ILLTJSTBATED. 


CHICAGO: 

E,A^2sTX), IMcnsr.A.Iil.'X" & CO. 
i8 7S . 







year 1875, 


Entered according to Act of Congress, in the 
RAND, McNALLY & CO., 

In the Office of the Librarian of Congress at Washington. 








INTRODUCTION. 


Recognizing a public demand for further information of the 
country “ Beyond the Missouri,” we have, at considerable 
expense, prepared the accompanying map of Dakota, and 
collated such facts as were at hand, setting forth the advan¬ 
tages of this Territory, so accessible from points in the North¬ 
west. So little has positively been known of the interior 
of Dakota, that the preparation of a map possessing any 
claims to accuracy, has been a work attended with so many 
difficulties, that none have heretofore cared to encounter 
them. Our compilation was only completed after months 
of careful research. Having full access to the Government’s 
late and unpublished surveys of the Territories west of the 
Missouri River, we have had the advantages of reliable data 
to work from. We are indebted to Capt. Wm. Ludlow, chief 
topographical engineer of Custer’s Expedition, who kindly 
consented, and did locate for us, both the outward and return 
routes, as shown. We are under further obligations to Capt. 
Ludlow, for the correct astronomical positions of Harney’s 
Peak, Crow Peak, Elk Head Mountain, the courses of hitherto 
undiscovered streams, with their affluents, as well as for the 
general topography of the Black Hills region, and the various 
mountain ranges in the vicinity of the route taken by the 
expedition. 

We have not only given a complete map of Dakota, but have 
added such portions of Montana, Wyoming, Colorado, Ne¬ 
braska, Iowa, Minnesota, and the British Possessions, as will 
enable the observer to readily determine the exact location of 
this new El Dorado, and afford material assistance in ascer¬ 
taining the different approaches thereto. 





Introduction. 


We have given the county boundaries of only such counties 
of Dakota as are known to be settled, and are not likely to be 
changed by the tide of emigration sure to follow, when the 
inducements offered to the settler are better known. 

For reference, we have compiled all the available facts con¬ 
cerning Gen. Custer’s late expedition, and present them in 
convenient form, believing they will be found of much interest 
to those contemplating a trip to the Black Hills. 

Brevet Major General G. A. Custer’s preliminary report of 
his expedition is given in full, and being an official document, 
fittingly finds a place in these pages. A no less interesting 
paper is Major Geo. A. Forsyth’s letter to Lieut.-Gen. P. H. 
Sheridan, accompanied by extracts from the Major’s diary. 
We regret that the journal complete could not be obtained for 
publication, but sufficient evidence is given to fully substantiate 
the existence of gold in the vicinity of the Black Hills, and in 
such quantities as to induce miners and others to seek it, as 
soon as the Territory isopen for settlement. 

Our illustrations are engraved from photographs taken by 
artists accompanying the expedition, and show that the coun¬ 
try abounds in scenery as wild and varied as that .of the Rocky 
Mountain range, of which the Black Hills are but an isolated 
portion. 

As much controversy exists concerning the best route to the 
Black Hills, we refrain from making any comments thereon, 
but simply recapitulate all that has been urged in favor of 
each. 
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View of Agnes Park, Black Hills. 
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THE BLACK HILLS. 


Gen. Custer’s Expedition thereto —Getter from Maj. For¬ 
syth to Gen. Sheridan, with Notes from the Major’s 
Diary—The Country otters Great Inducements 
to Farmers and Stock-Kaisers—Gold will 
be found in Abundance in the Eastern 
Hills —“The Scenery Beautiful, 

Grass Splendid, Water Fine, 
and Climate Delightful.” 


Black-Hills Expedition, I 
Near Bear Butte, Saturday, Aug. 15, 1874. f 
Dear General— From the heading of the note, you will see that we are 

out of the Black Hills, near their northeast edge. 

Entering near camp dated 15 on Reynolds’ route, we worked our way 
down to Iuyan Kara, thence southeast to Harney’s Peak and from there 
pushed exploring parties down to the South fork of the Cheyenne River. 
From Harney’s Peak we moved north above the head waters of Bear 
Creek, when, not finding a good road out of the mountains north of Bear 
Batte, we took down to the head of Box-Elder Creek, followed it down 
until the waters sank into the channel, and then Is " 
rectly across the m * •—1- 

1 see that we have taken a 
ily-laden wagon's throughout every part of the Black 
Hills, save in a little portion " ” 

The fact is, the interior of 


easterly direction, 
le map, you will 

earCrow Peal 
,e Black Hills 

OFFERS SPLENDID INDUCEMENTS 

to farmers and stock-raisers of all descriptions. There are 
and beautiful valleys, with good streams, and springs, 
timber, and good building-stone, on nearly all the hub 
indications along the streams of freshets;.n.the spring _ 
the snow-fall must be very light indeed during the winter. .The climat 
is delightful during the summer months. Wild fruit thrives in the valley: 
the growth of grass is superb, and plentiful showers—even in the ar 

season—keep it always fresh and palatable. .... 

Our animals, though worked all the time, are in capital cond. 
we have only lost two men by sickness since we left Fort I-mcoli 
The two miners we have with us tell me that they found “ 
rt they washed near H . ™ , . - . - 

will pay $10 
ch to prospect, 
that, in their opinion, when the eastern 

Gold will be Found there in Abundance. 

I am inclined to think so, for the very roots of the grass would pan fiv« 
cents to the pan in our camp near Harney’s Peak. 


every pan of di.- 

there, in Custer’s Gulch, v 


conclude that 


irney’s Peak ; that the diggings 
>er day now ; that they only had 
as we kept moving so fast, but 
hills are rightly prospected, 








14 


Rand, McNally & Co.’s 


From this point we start for fort Lincoln, v 
Little Missouri, to give Prof. Grinnell a chance a 
to get in on the 31st inst. 

Very respectfully and truly yours. 

GEO. A. FORSYTH, Major and A. A; D. I 
Lieutenant-General P. H. Sheridan, Commanding Military Divisic 
the Missouri. 






DIARY OF MAJ. GEO. A. FORSYTH. 
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PLAYING A DOUBLE GAME, 
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Gen. Custer started up 
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FROM BISMARCK 

TO THE 

BLACK KILLS 


Wliat an Old Frontiersman, who has Traveled 
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CHEYENNE TO THE BLACK HILLS. 


[From the Cheyenne (Wyoming) Leader.} 
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GOLD WAS FOUND IN PAYING QUANTITIES, 
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VIEW OF SIOUX FALLS, D. T., 

65 Miles North of Elk Point. 
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ravelers’ Hand Book. 


The Most Complete Guide to all Railway and Steamboat 
Lines ever published. 


flggP’i'i; gives population and distances between 
stations of all railroad towns in United States 
and Canada. 

"fifffilt gives population and distances of all towns 
on the principal rivers of North America. 

gives the arriving and leaving time of all 
passenger trains at each station or, all rail¬ 
roads in the United States and Canada. 

It is a complete gazetteer of all railroad and 
river towns in United States and Canada, giv¬ 
ing statistics of leading interests, full descrip¬ 
tion of situation, etc., with lists of hotels and 
prices charged per day. 

It is elaborately illustrated with local maps, 
showing the through routes of all principal 
lines, connections, etc. 

A fine chromo-colored Map of the United States, 
size 18 i 36 inches, and well worth $1.00, is 

GIVEN AWAY! 

with every copy of Rand, McXallv & Co.’s 
Railway Guide. 

It is printed on an elegant rose-tinted paper, 
contains 352 pages of closely printed matter, 
and as an article of manufacture, is without a 
rival for a publication of this nature. 

It is sold at the low price of 40 cents, at all 
bookstores and upon all trains throughout the 
United States and Canada, or will be .sent by 
mail by Rand, McNally & Co., Publishers, 
Chicago, to any address upon receipt of price.. 
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